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Blessings in the 
Study of Prophecy 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


Christian people are constantly 
confronted by certain great ques- 
tions. People are hungry to have 
the facts about such questions as 
these: 


(1) Why Did All the Jews Ex- 
pect Christ to Have a Literal King- 
dom on Earth? 

David understood that some 
great Descendant would. continue 
his kingdom on this earth perma- 
nently. The Jews in the time of 
Christ expected some great Son of 
David to arise and establish again 
the Jewish monarchy. The wise 
men came to find ‘“‘the King of the 
Jews” and even Herod was alarmed 
because he expected a King to be 
born who would restore David’s 
kingdom over Israel. Even the 
apostles, and that after the res- 
urrection of Jesus were looking for 
the restoration of the kingdom to 
Israel (Acts 1:6). WHY? Had God 
given them reason to expect a lit- 
eral kingdom on earth? 

(2) Will This War Torn World 
Ever Have Real, Permanent, 
World-Wide Peace? 

Men’s efforts have failed: Peace 
treaties have become weapons of 


.offense...All the..world’s..culture,| 


civilization, and science have only 
succeeded in making war more ter- 
rible, more heartless, more bloody. 
Will this war-torn world ever have 
peace? If so, when, and how? 


(3). Will the Curse Placed .on 
This World Because of Sin Ever 
Be Removed so that man can live 
here in a new Garden of Eden? 
Weeds still grow easier than corn. 
Science only slightly modifies the 
terrible scourge of insect pests. 
Disease increases, drought, floods, 


earth. This whole planet groans 
and travails because of sin. Will 
man ever subdue this earth and 
have dominion over it, as God com- 
manded, as Aslam lived in Eden, at 
perfect peace with all animal life 
and the elements of nature? 


(4) Has the Glory of Israel De- 


away forever the nation of Abra- 
ham, Isaac, Jacob, David and the 
apostles? Or will God yet restore 
the nation Israel to its own land, 
Canaan, united, happy, and saved? 


(5) Christians Talk Much of 
Heaven. Where Will Heaven Be 
Through Eternity? Will it be in 
some mystic, uncertain, far off 


gather, or will it be the paradise 
of God set up on this earth? 
These Questions Answered in 


the Bible 


The Bible answers these ques- 
tions, definitely, explicitly, in chap- 


verse. Surprising as it may seem, 


Roanoke, Va. 


Many Saved at 


In the union revival campaign, 
Roanoke, Va., the editor, Evangel- 
ist John R. Rice is seeing many 
saved, with great crowds. Last 


night (Thursday) there were about 
10 or 11 professions. Some have 
been saved each night, crowds and 
interest | 


n Church, and at 21: :00 a.m. 


i clearly that -they 


j and ‘made things right with both 


|} John Witmer. I had 


every preacher who knows his Bi- 
ble can show you the answer to 
any of these five questions with 
dozens of Scriptures to prove it in 
the Word of God. The Eeine an- 
Sswers these tz 

questions so 


hever would 
have been asked 
but for the igno- 
rance of those 
who do not know 
the Bible, and 
the folly of those 
who explain 
away the plain, literal teachings, 
of God’s Word. 

The simple fact is, that people 
generally know nothing about the 
prophetic portions of the Bible. The 
denominational seminaries usually 
do not attempt to teach these por- 
tions. The average pastor never 
preaches on prophecy, thinks it of 
no special importance and admits 
that he doesn’t understand it. And 
many people foolishly call a dis- 
cussion of prophecy “speculation.” 
Many Bible teachers and preachers 
say that these prophecies are so 
highly figurative that they cannot 
be understood and that perhaps’ 
most of them have already been 
fulfilled in a figurative sense. The 
International Sunday School les- 
sons deliberately avoid these proph- 
ecies. Satan has evidently set out 
to keep from the people a knowl- 
edge of what God has plainly fore- 
told will come to pass. 


"There Shall Come in the 
Last Days Scoffers’’ 

The Bible plainly foretells this 
attitude of skepticism: toward 
prophecy and particularly toward 
the return of Christ in II Peter 3: 
3-5, as follows: 

“Knowing this first, that there 
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Your Chance 
to Subscribe 


This edition of The Sword of the 


These hundreds each had their 
names sent in by some friend who 
reads the paper and is blessed by 
it, and thought you would like to 
subscribe. Other thousands get the 
pee for a few brief weeks in a 

ial subscription. To all these we 
urge that you send in your long 
term subscription at once. 

The subscription price is only 
$1.00 a year, $2.00 for three years, 
in the United States. (In Canada, 
$1.50 a year). Despite the rising 
costs of publishing, you can still 
get 52 issues for a dollar, or 156 
issues for $2.00. 


Every subscription will be add- 
ed to the time already paid for, 
and your expiration date marked 
up a full year or three full years, 
(depending on whether you send 
$1.00 or. $2.00) from present ex- 
piration date, if ‘you are a sub- 
scriber. If you are not a subscriber 
yet, send your subscription wiiile 
you are thinking about it. Do it 
now and do not miss an issue. 


The Sword ofthe Lord, we be- 
lieve, the outstanding evangelistic 
paper in America. It has more full 
length evangelistic sermons by 


than any other paper we know. In 
the last year we have had ser- 
mons by Dr. H. A. Ironside, pastor 
Moody Memorial Church, Chicago; 
by Chas E. Fuller, of the Old Fash- 
ioned Revival Hour Broadcast; by 


Evangelist Gypsy Smith; by Dr. 
| Oswald J, Smith, Toronto: by Dr. 
’George W. Truett, of Dallas; by 
Dr. Joe Henry ankins, evangelist 
of Pine Bluff, Arkansas; by Rev. 
Sam Morris; by Dr. W. B. Riley; 
by President V. Raymond Edman 
of Wheaton College; by Dr. Robt. 
G. Lee, Memphis, These and many 
more were in the Sword of the 


( Continued on page two) 


(Continued on page four) 


Lord goes to hundreds as a sample’ 


America’s leading” ~ soul - winners” 


Evangelist Hyman Appelman; by 


Why Some Preachers 
Ought to Visit Hell 


By EVANGELIST JOHN LINTON, Wheaton, Illinois 
“And in hell he lift up his eyes; being in torments.” Lk. 16:23 


surprise this man received, who 
safe and secure amid an abundance 
of wealth, petted and pampered 
by all who knew him, having ev- 
erything on earth his heart could 
wish, peacefully closed his eyes in 
death, and then, suddenly, and 
without a moment’s interruption, 
found himself in hell being in tor- 
ments ? 


He had heard about hell during 
his lifetime, but had thought little 
of it as an actua] fact. He had 
heard men argue that God was too 
loving to create such a place. He 
had joked about hell. He had often 
used the word as a swear word. He 
had told men in anger to go there. 
But that hell was a real place, and 


that he who had lived so securely, | ’ 


so voluptuously, on earth, should 
find himself forever in this place 
of awful torment -—— the thought 
crushed him with consternation 
and horror! 


Our Lord describes in calm meas- 
ured words the revolutionary effect 
upon this man of the first five min- 
utés in hell. His whole attitude to- 
ward this life undergoes a radical 
change as the scales fall from his 
eyes and the terrible reality of hell 


death this man is lolling in wealth, 
eating and drinking, and so intent 
enjoying life he thinks of no one 
but himself. Revelling and feast- 
ing, God is not in all his thoughts. 
In the next minute, according to 
Jesus Christ, he is a man on fire 
with desire to get men right with 
God, to get them to repent of their 
sins, to get them ready for the life 
beyond, Five minutes in the lost 
world makes this godless. man 
want to be a soul-winner, a preach- 


er of the Gospel, an Ses to 


Dr. Free of the faculty to write 
have the following letter from 


WHEATON COLLEGE 
“For Christ and His Kingdom” 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Department of Anthropology — 
and Archaeology 


Feb. 17, 1943 
“Dr. John R. Rice 
“Wheaton, Ill. | 
“Dear Dr. Rice: 


“You will rejoice with us to 
know that the Lord has been work- 
ing in hearts here at Wheaton Col-. 
lege. The mid-year evangelistic 
services were held from February 
7-15. Tuesday, February 9, was set 
aside as a day of prayer, during 
which classes were suspended, and 
prayer meetings were held through- 
out the Oy: The meetings on 

Thursday and Friday morning con- 
tinued unexpectedly throughout 
each of those days, as hundreds 
confessed their sins to the Lord 


God and man. 


“A very fine account of the meet- 
ings, and the way in which the 
Lord met us, has been written. by 
png hag ee ree py 
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up the services for us, and we 
Dr. Free: 


been so adequately covered by Mr. 
Witmer that I could do little else 
than say what he has said. I would 
suggest that you publish the en- 
closed article. Mr. Witmer says 
that you may omit his name if 
you wish. 

“Trusting that this will give you 
the information that you wish, I 
remain, 

“Cordially yours in Him. 


“Dr. Joseph P. Free” 


You may note that the great 
blessing broke out Thursday, Feb- 
ruary 11, instead of Wednesday as 
we mistakenly thought from the 
date of a letter from Wheaton. We 
are glad to give Mr. Witmer’s ac- 
count here, then comments by. the 


editor’s two daughters, Grace and], 


Mary Lloys, that you may get the 
students’ viewpoint. 


Much Prayer, Preaching. Confes- | ~ 
sion of Sin, Reconsecration, Brings 
Great Revival to ‘ 
. College 
By John Witmer 


“If my people, which are called 
by my name, shall humble them- 


WHEATON COLLEGE REVIVAL 


Last week I promised readers of The Sword of the Lord? 
more this week ‘about the blessed revival at Wheaton College, 
of which we gave a fragmentary account. Dr. Edman asked 


and turn from their wicked ways; 
then will I hear from heaven, and 
will forgive their sin, and will heal 
their land.’ II Chronicles 7:14. 


The promise of Jehovah made to 
King Solomon in his day was ful- 
filled again in our midst during the 
annual , mid-winter evangelistic 
services at Wheaton College, Feb- 
ruary 7 to 15. 


Under the faithful Spirit-filled 
ministry of the Rev. Harold P. 
Warren, pastor of the North Bap- 
tist Church, Flint, Michigan, the 
Holy Spirit began to work, mak- 
ing the Word of God real in the 
hearts of students, faculty, and 
visiting friends. 


_ From the first great union meet- 
ing the evening of February 7 the 
Spirit of God was present. In an 
after-meeting several hundred per- 
sons accepted pastor Warren’s 
challenge to lay hold of God for 
revival. — 


‘Tuesday marked the next step in 
the progression of events which 
culminated im the sn sabi of 


“ae 


ded, 
ily spent the =" in aghiiers God 


jin prayer. Classes, dormitories, or- 


ganizations, and other groups had 
sent hours of prayer, The whole 

t body gathered at the morn- 
again in the 


‘. 


Can you imagine the terrific, 


stands unveiled before him. Before’ 


| 


4 ; 


REV. JOHN LINTON 


baal ee 


his own pectin: Oh, how he prays 
for them. How he pleads their 
cause, How he cries out that his 
brothers might be saved from this 
place of awful torment. 


Mind you this man had never 
given the souls of his brothers a 
thought; but now, that is all he 
can think of. His brothers are lost. 
They are heading for hell. He sees 


ing straight toward a precipice. 
They are nearly there. A few more 
steps and they are over! Won’t 
somebody stop them! Will not 
somebody rise from the dead and 
warn mankind of their peril! 


He looks forward and sees that 
in a few years there will be an 
addition to his torment. For un- 
less something is done to warn his 
family, there will come tumbling 
in upon him, in awful succession, 
one, two, three, four, five of his 
brothers, to add if possible to his 
misery. He cannot save his own 
soul, but he will do all that a man 
in hell can do to save his brothers. 


Will you mark some of the tre- 
mendous lessons this man learned 
in the first five minutes in hell. 

He saw the reality and: finality 
of the place called hell. 


he ever heard against hell were 
utterly false and empty. 


out of his heart in this life, God 
will shut that man out of his 
heavenly home in the next life. 

He saw that the cardinal folly 
of a man’s existence is for him to 
care for his body and do nothing 
for his never-dying soul. 

He saw the urgent necessity of 
something desperate being done by 
believers on earth to save his un- 
saved brothers. He saw that the 
ordinary church or synagogue 
services would not do-it. They had 
not reached him. They would not 
reach them. Something unusual, 
something desperate will have to 
be done to awake them. 

He saw that the one only busi- 
ness of believing men was to spend 
and be spent in warning the lost 
of their peril. Soul-winning; soul- 
winning: soul-winning — that was 

(Continued on page four) - 
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PAGE TWO 


Blessings in the 


Study of Prophecy 
(Continued from page one) 


shall come in the last days scof- 
fers, walking after their own 
lusts, And saying, Where is the 
promise of his coming? for since 
the fathers fell asleep, all things 
continue as they were from the 
beginning of the creation. For 
this they willingly are ignorant 
of, that by the word of God the 
heavens were of old, and the 
earth standing out of the water 
and in the water.” 

Notice that these scoffers about 
the second coming of Christ are 
worldly in their living, ‘walking 
after their own lusts” and are 
modernistic in their doctrine, that 
is, they “willingly are ignorant” 
of the direct creation of the world 
by the Word of God. Evidently this 
Scripture has come to pass, is be- 
ing fulfilled before our eyes. It is 
a pitiful fact that in these modern 
days Christians, and often preach- 
ers, walk after their own lusts and 
have the same habits, companions 
and entertainments as the unsaved 


- world, This Scripture has also 


come to pass in these last days, 
that men, even so-called Christian 
college and seminary teachers, and 
some preachers “willingly are ig- 
norant” of the fact “ that by the 
word of God the heavens were of 
old, and the earth standing out of 
the water and in the water.” Peo- 
ple willingly remain ignorant of 
the direct creation of the world as 
given in Genesis, and instead of 
that substitute the modern doctrine 
of evolution. 


But, says the Scripture above, 
given us by inspiration through the 
Apostle Peter, the outstanding 
characteristics about these men 
who will appear in the last days 
is that they are scoffers, casting 
doubt about the second coming of 
Christ, saying, ‘“‘Where is the prom- 
ise of his coming? For since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things con- 
tinue as they were from the begin- 
ning of the creation.” How many, 
many preachers are scoffers about 
the prophecies of the future so 


‘plainly given, and so often repeat- 


ed in the Bible! The devil has 
raised these scoffers up among Bi- 
ble teachers and preachers, Sunday 


“School lesson writers, and semi- 


naries, to keep the masses of the 
people ignorant concerning God’s 
plain statements of the things 
which must come to pass. 

It is fair to say that many good, 
earnest men who love the Lord and 
believe the Bible have been mis- 
taught and are ignorant concern- 
ing the great prophecies of the 
Bible. Many a preacher preaches 
all the truth he knows, but has 
been. discouraged in the study of 
prophecy by better scholars than 
he. Then there have been many 
charlatans and false teachers who 


| _ have brought reproach on the pro- 


phetic portions of God’s Word. 
Many people very foolishly set 


dates for the second coming of 


Christ, when Jesus plainly said 
that no man knows the day nor the 
hour, and that all should watch 
for that time which would come 
as suddenly as a thief in the night. 
Millerites, Russellites, Anglo-Isra- 
el teachers and many others have 
brought discredit on _ prophetic 
teaching. But how foolish it is to 
neglect and ignore half of the Bi- 
ble because it haS been mistaught 
by others! The prophetic portion of 


the Bible is still God’s Word and is 


intended to be read, to be taught, 

and to be understood. 

More Than Half of Bible Prophe- 
cies Not Yet Fulfilled 


- Most people do not realize how 
much of the future is told in the 


Bible. They know that many things 


about Christ’s first coming, His 
birth, His sufferings, His death and 
resurrection are foretold in the 
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Old Testament. They do not know 


that hundreds of details concern- 
ing the resurrection of the Chris- 
tian dead, the changing of the 
bodies of. living “Christians, our 


marriage to Christ. and our “honey 


moon, a great tribulation on this 
earth, the rise of the Antichrist (a 
world dictator), the last great bat- 
tle on earth, the setting up of the 
kingdom of Christ, the regathering 
of Israel to one land, their conver- 
sion, the restoration of the king- 
dom of David, the final doom of 
Satan, judgment of sinners, and 
the moving of God the Father and 
His house of many mansions to 
the-new earth for the remainder of 
eternity, are told with fascinating 
clearness! 


Far more than half of the proph- 
ecies of the Bible are as yet un- 
fulfilled. The prophecies which 
have not been fulfilled are as def- 
inite, as literal, and as easily un- 
derstood as the prophecies which 
have been fulfilled already. The 
second coming of Christ is foretold 
as clearly as is the first coming, 
and the incidents connnected with 
it are as clear as it was that He 
should be born at Bethlehem, that 
He should be of the tribe of Judah, 
descended from David, born of a 
virgin, that He should enter Jeru- 
salem on an ass and that He should 
preach the gospel to~the poor. 
Those were literal happenings, lit- 
erally foretold. The literal facts 
about His crucifixion, including the 
gamble for His garments, the very 
words of the priests before the 
cross, the piercing of His hands 
and feet, and the cry of Jesus, ““My 
God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me,” all were so literally 
foretold that the most brazen skep- 
tic could not deny their fulfillment. 
We have no reason to believe that 
the remainder of the prophecies 
will be fulfilled any less literally 
than these. Often times the proph- 
ecies about the second coming of 
Jesus are in the same Chapters or 
Same verses with these other 
prophecies which have been al- 
ready fulfilled, definitely and lit- 
erally. 


Unfulfilled Prophecies Can Be 
Understood 
Sometimes people who do not 
know much about prophecies or 


who do not believe they will be 
literally fulfilled, excuse themselves 


by saying that one cannot under-’ 


stand a prophecy until it has been 
fulfilled and that therefore we 
should not study nor try to inter- 
pret unfulfilled prophecies. A brief 
reflection ought to convince any- 
body that that is not true. Proph- 
ecies are given ahead of time so 
that people may be warned. They 
can be understood, and that is ex- 
actly the reason they are given. 

For example, Noah prepared for 
the flood, built an ark, and preached 
to the wicked generation before the 
flood; and all Noah knew about it, 
he got from prophecies that were 
not yet fulfilled! He did not ignore 
those prophecies nor think they 
might be figurative, but he knew 
what would happen, and what he 
should do in preparation. 

Lot in Sodom, and Abraham out- 
side of Sodom, knew ahead of time 
that the wicked city, with others, 
would be destroyed by the wrath 
of God, All they knew about it was 
from the Lord’s prophecies that 
had not yet been fulfilled. But that 
is what prophecies are for, so we 
may be prepared when the things 
come to pass. 


The Flood and the Destruction 
- of Sodom, Like the Return 
| of Christ 


The judgment of God on the 
whole earth in the flood, and of 
Sodom and of Gomorrah in the 
days of Lot, are mentioned by the 
Saviour in Matthew 24:37-42 and 
Luke 17:26-30, as typical of the 
events surrounding the coming of 
the Saviour Jesus said, ‘‘But as 
the days of Noe were, so shall al- 
so the coming of the Son of man 
be.” Those prophecies of the fu- 
ture were given to be understood 
ahead of time, and so are the 
prophecies of the ‘Bible which are 


yet unfulfilled. 


I remind you that just as we do 
not know the time of the Saviour's: 
coming, so the exact time of the 
flood nor of the destruction of Sod- 
om and Gomorrah by fire and 
brimstone from the Lord out of 
Heaven were not foretold. But the 
essential facts were foretold plain- 
ly and the prophecies were ful-. 
filled literally. So. we may expect it 
to be with the prophecies which 
have not yet been fulfilled. 


Tt is a fact, A SRS ee 


‘torium to confess sins of all kinds 


‘devotional life. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Wheaton College 


Revival 
(Continued from page one) 


Erickson of--Chieago.- broke . the 
Bread of Life. The remainder of 
the day was spent in private in- 
tercession and heart-searching. 

The great movement of the Spir- 
it began Thursday morning at the 
Chapel hour. After a _ searching 
message on confession as the ba- 
sis of forgiveness, one of the ath- 
letic leaders of the campus made 
his way to the platform to public- 
ly confess his sin against God and 
against the college family. As cap- 
tain of the cross-country team he 
had led his men in a race on Sun- 
day without the knowledge of the 
administration. 

With simple directness President 
V. Raymond Edman said, ‘If there 
are others who have need to con- 
fess their wrong-doing, they may 
do so now.” Immediately students 
began to stand all over the audi- 


— cfriticism, cheating, worldliness, 
Spiritual pride, spiritual coldness, 
lack of love for souls, and lack of 


There was no stopping the move- 
ment of the Spirit. Classes were 
forgotten. Lunch and dinner passed 
without a thought as one after an- 
other unburdened his heart. And in 
it all there was nothing of the 
flesh, nothing of fanatical emo- 
tionalism. Some broke down under 
the burden of their guilt, but most 
spoke with sincere calmness. Above 
all else the revival was orderly. An 
atmosphere of prayer filled the 
Chapel. Students waited patiently 
for hours for their turn to speak. 
Those who had unavoidable duties 
left quietly and returned as soon 
as possible, 


Thus the confession continued 
until time for the evening service. 
In that meeting the Spirit again 
made his presence manifest. After 
an instructive ,message on the 
Spirit-filed Life, a great number 
of, students raised their hands to 
ivé that life for God. Dr. Edman 
followed with an invitation to come 
in from the coldness and night of 
sin to the warmth and light of 
salvation, and many responded. 


Friday was a repetition of the 
movement of the Spirit the day be- 
fore. Again the Spirit led to spend 
the day in confession and testi- 
mony. The same prayerful order- 
liness and Spirit-filled sincerity 
prevailed. On several occasions 
more than one hundred students: 
and professors were standing at 
one time waiting their turn. Some 


prophecies can be understood; We’ 
are not to go beyond what the 
Bible says. We are not to teach 
guesses nor speculation nor what 
we imagine about the future, but 
what the Lord has revealed, that 
we may take at face value, be- 
lieving that it will be fulfilled to 
the letter, and literally, as were 
the prophecies which have been 
fulfilled heretofore. 


Practically all we know about 
Heaven, about Hell, about the res- 
urrection of our bodies, about re- 
wards and judgments, we know 
from unfulfilled prophecies. 


Many Prophecies of Christ's First 
Coming Were Understood 
Before Time 


The Old Testament is full of ref- 
erences to Jesus. Jesus is the 
theme: of all the Bible, the Old as 
well as the New. Jesus said, ‘“Mos- 
es... . wrote of me.’ He oni 
“Abraham rejoiced to see m 
and he saw it, and was glad.” rte. 
ter preached to Cornelius that “To 
him give all the prophets witness, 
that through his name whosoever 
believeth in him shall receive re- 
mission of sins.” (Acts 10:43). 
How foolish it would be to have the 
Old Testament full of predictions 
or prophecies &bout the first com- 
ing of the Saviour if none of them 
could be understood ahead of time. 

The fact is that many, many of 
these prophecies were understood 
ahead of time. The wicked scribes 
and Pharisees knew and told Her- 
od that the Saviour was to be born 
in Bethlehem (Matt. 2:3-6). They 
knew -that Christ should live for- 
ever (John 12:34). The more spir- 
itually minded seemed to have 
known (probably from Daniel 9: 
24-25) the time of His birth. Re- 


member the wise men and Simeon | whi 


(Luke 2:26). Even the common, 

people seemed to be ting Je-| idly 
sus when He began saiig wen 4 
(John 7:31). Christ’s virgin birth 


of the men stood as long as five 
hours for an opportunity to un- 


| burden their hearts. The last tes- 


timony was given as the crowds 
surged into the Chapel for the 
evening service, 

Dr, Edman’s séarching invita- 
tion for salvation brought more 
fruit Friday evening. One after} 
another sinners made their way to 
the prayer room, Many accom- 
panied by a Christian friend. One 
girl was so deeply convicted of 
sin that she ran down the aisle in 
her haste to meet God. 

The cooperation of the College 
Church of Christ, Wheaton Bible 
Church and the Tabernacle of 
Wheaton was demonstrated by 
their insistence upon giving up 
their morning worship service to 
join the college in a great union 
meeting. Pastor Warren gave a 
straightforward evangelistic mes- 
sage and a considerable number 
answered Dr. Edman’s _in- 
vitation to accept Christ. Again 
in the evening union meeting God 
met his people. Monday, February 
15, Pastor Warren gave his fare- 
well message to the students in 
the morning Chapel and returned 
to his home church. 


The revival, however, did not 
stop with the close of the special 
services. e spirit was carried by 
student pastors into their church- 
es. Letters and conversations 


far and near. And God is still 
working in the Wheaton family; 
new decisions are being made daily. 
The ‘results of this work of grace 
will be permanent, because it was 
built firmly and well, The revival 
was born in prayer and in instruc- 
tion long before the meetings be- 
gan. It was nurtured in true con- 
fession, repentance, and restitution. 
It was sealed in decision and ded- 
ication. 


Wheaton College rejoices that 
God met her and walked in her 
midst. Her prayerful desire is that 
the flame shall not burn out, but 
that the Holy Spirit will fan it into 
a mighty fire that will spread out 
from the plains of Illinois to the 
borders of our nation and to the 
world. 


“For godly sorrow worketh re- 
ypentance to salvation not to be 
repented of: but the sorrow of the 
world worketh death. For behold 
this selfsame thing, that we sor- 
rowed after a godly sort, what 
carefulness it wrought in you, yea, 
what clearing of yourselves, yea, 
what indignation, yea, what fear, 
yea, what vehement desire, on 
what zeal, yea, what revenge! In 
all things ye have approved your- 
selves to be clear in this matter.” 
4 IL Corinthians 7:10, 11. 


A Wheaton College Freshman 
Writes of the Revival 


By Mary Lioys Rice 
(The editor’s daughter) 


“Dear Daddy: 

‘Well, it happened! I’ve not been 
so happy in a long time. We prayed 
every night for two months but we 
didn’t have much faith. But I'll 
tell you the whole story. Sunday 
night the new Gym was _ just 
packed. The service was good, but 
Mr, Warren did not give an invi- 
tation. He did ask those to stay for 
a few minutes who were willing to 
pay the price. I was amazed when 
about three hundred stayed. 

“Monday night the service was 
just ordinary, but we really prayed 
between then and the next night. 
Tuesday you could really feel the 
Spin working. Quite a few accept- 

Christ and I would say. well 
over a hundred reconsecrated their 
lives. 

“Wednesday there was a slight 
let down from Tuesday, with quite 
a few coming back to Christ, but 
today (Thursday) was just won- 
derful. I feel maybe “wonderful” 
is trite, but it was ‘full of wonder.’ 
Chapel this morning was most con- 
victing. After Pastor Warren’s 
talk, one of the boys, captain of the 
cross-country team came to the 
platform and made the most cour- 
ageous confession I have ever 
heard. He confessed a terrible pride 
which caused him to lie and de- 
ceive. Then he asked forgiveness 
of the student body and the track 
team for taking the team to Chi- 
cago to run on Sunday. Then we 
bowed for prayer. Dr. Edman said 
anyone could pray who wanted to, 
or any confessions could be made 
ch needed to be made public. 
From then on time passed so rap- 

idly. Person after person made 
confessions of all sorts of sins; 


(Continued on page ashes | hi 
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not read, criticisms (lots of them, 
criticisms of personnel office spe- 
cially). The only persons who did 
not make any confessions were the 
ones\.who just couldn’t stand it 
and went out. 


“I have never felt convicted of 
so many things at once in my life. 
Praise God they are settled now. 


“When I left at 2:30, four hours 
after the prayer meeting started, 
it showed no signs of letting up. 
After work (in The Sword of the 
Lord Office) I rushed back for 
prayer meeting and it was still go- 
ing on, Really the evening service 
was just a continuation. 


“In prayer meeting we all mar- 
veled at our unbelief, but praise 
God, “if ye have faith even as a 
mustard seed.” We expect even 
greater things to happen tomor- 
row.” » 


« As a*Sophomore Saw It 
By Grace Rice 
(In personal letter to her Daddy) 


“You remember about ten of us 
have been praying every night for 
several weeks for a revival. Vary 
(nickname for Mary Lloys) and I 
are rejoicing in our first big an- 
swer to prayer: honest, it’s as good 
as your $1,000.00! (Twice, in an- 
swer to prayer, the editor received 
gifts of $1,000.00 each). And I 
know what ‘exceeding abundantly 
above all we can ask or think 
means now — that is what He did! 
Chapel lasted from 10:00 a.m. to 
time for the night service. All that 
time there was someone contin- 
ually on their feet confessing sin 
and asking forgiveness. I never 
hoped even, to see anything like 
it, The, whole campus appears to 
be under Branders The Lord: is 
really moving. Dining halls did not 
even open/for lunch — everyone 
stayed right in chapel, 

“I was convicted anew for my 
sins, and how ashamed of them 
I am! I hope you'll ts de me — 
God has.” 


The editor asks forbearance in 
publishing these personal letters 
from his daughters — theirs and 
the public’s. He felt that they 
would help show how ‘the Spirit 
moved and why. 


Three Great Elements in the 
Revival 


And let me remind all the peo- 
ple of God that at least three great 
elements were used of God to bring 
about the revival. 


First, there was prayer, daily 
prayer meetings by a few earnest 
students, heartbroken, pleading, 
persistent prayer on the part of 
Dr. Edman and certain teachers 
and friends. of the eollege. It was 
counted worthwhile to have days 
of prayer with no classes. We only 
play at praying for revival when it 
does not take days and nights for 
someone. 


Second, there was plain preach- 
ing on sin, both by Dr. Edman 
preceding the week of special 
meetings, and by Brother Warren 
in the special week of services. 
Definite sins were honestly 
preached about. Saved people were 
shown the fruitlessness and power- 
lessness of their lives, All the great 
evangelists have boldly denounced 
sin, aroused the consciences, both 
of the saved and the lost. Preach- 
ing of grace and the love of God 
and of Calvary, to cold hearted 
people -who have no sense of sin, 
does not bring a revival. Romans 
3:19 teHs us that the preaching 
of the law is for this purpose, ‘‘that 
every mouth may be stopped, and 
all the world may become guilty 
before God.” People are not saved 
without repentance, and do not re- 
pent without conviction. Chris- 
tians do not forsake the sins that 


ally, unless there is plain preaching 
on sin. . 

Third, any real and far reaching 
revival must include.confession and 
restitution. In Wheaton College, it 
included hundreds of students and 
faculty members, evidently nearly 
everybody. These faculty mem- 
bers,"as far as I know them 


If they needed to confess 
their sins and try to get prom 
out of the way, then so do Ss 


‘Wheaton econ Young 
‘a select grou concent “oes 


crated, on git average. hk fees 
‘number are. dedicated to full time 
Christian w others are from 
the homes of devout pastors and 
al outa alos If the 


oir cheating on exams, 
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are among the choicest saints. . 


best people everywhere. spt | 


needed tear- 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Wheaton College 


Revival _ 
- (Continued from page two) 


God could greatly bless, so do the 
young people in the Young People’s 
societies, the B.Y.P.U.’s, the Chris- 
tian Endeavor Societies all over 
America. Read the story of reviv- 
als in China led by Dr. Jonathan 
Goforth, in BY MY SPIRIT (pub- 
lished by Zondervan) and you will 
read account after account of the 
same thing. Read the autobiog- 
raphy of Charles G. Finney (pub- 
lished by Revell). and you will find 
the same kind of heartbroken con- 
fessions of sin, and making things 
right with God and man. If we 
want revivals, then we should take 
seriously what Jesus said, “If thou 
bring thy gift to the altar and there 

rememberest that thy brother hath 
ought against thee; leave there thy 
gift before the altar and go thy 
way; first be reconciled to thy 
brother and then come and offer 
thy gift,” (Matt, 5: 23, 24). 

Why should God relax his string- 
ent plan for revival, that his peo- 
ple should “humble themselves and 
pray and seek my face and turn 
from their wicked ways?” Oh, may 
our Father stir the hearts of his 
children to come out boldly against 
sin, to nights and days of impor- 
tunate prayer, to wholehearted con- 
fession and forsaking of sin, mak- 
ing things right with God and 
man! 

Reader, God has much more in 
His heavenly pantry, if/you are 
hungry for the same kind of re- 
vival! 

——-0--— 


Two More Saved 
Through ‘Sword’ 
and Booklet 


A decision slip came today, Feb. 
17, from the sermon in ‘The Sword’ 
on ‘‘When God Loses His Patience.”’ 
It is from Georgetown, Del. R.R. 
The decision reads: 

Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
The Sword of the Lord 

145 North Hale Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 

Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read your sermon When 
God Loses His Patience. I confess 
myself a poor lost sinner. God’s 
Spirit has spoken to my heart. I 
know I need the Lord Jesus as my 
Saviour. So here and now I repent 
of my sins and trust Christ to 
save me. By God’s grace, I here 
and now accept God’s offer of mer- 
cy and forgiveness. I will claim 
Christ as my own Saviour and will 
seek to live for Him the remainder 
of my life, by His grace. 

Signed — Address. 

Another lady wrote today saying: 

About a year ago I accepted 
Christ as my Saviour, my heart 
was changed, now I am happy in 
the Lord. And I thank God that I 
awas saved while the children are 
still very young, and they can have 
a Christian start in life. I was 
brought up as.a Catholic, but not 

as a Christian’ I knew nothing of 
salvation until after I married. I 
was saved through the book, “What 
Must I Do to Be Saved?” 

I am enclosing a check for. $5.00. 
Please send me your book on 
Prayer, and about a dozen of the 
‘What Must I Do to Be Saved” 
books. Please use the balance for 
sending these little books to the 
men in the service. Remember me 
and my family in *your prayers. 

Yours in Christ, Mrs. H— R—. 

Dawson, Minnesota. 


SUBSCRIBE FOR 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
$1.00 A YEAR 
3 YEARS FOR $2.00 


500 TRACTS A YEAR FREE 
For. Christian Workers 
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- Any Christian applying to The 
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| —ASKING AND 
© RECEIVING 


21. Chapters 
328 Pages 


$1.25 


Introduction by 
Dr. Oswald J. 
Smith 


Chapter titles as follows: 


1.A Prayer-Hearing 11. Definite Praying 
God 12. ‘Have Faith in God’ 

2. Why Pray? 13. Just Pray! 

3. Prayer Is Asking 14, ae gg! Through 

4. The Answer to 15. Wh Fast and 

Prayer Is Receiving Bray 

5. wu omy for Daily 16. Big Prayers to an 


B Almighty God 
6. Asking Bread for 17. Does God” Work 
inners Miracles Today? 
7. a med for Heal- 18. rn | Today, 
ont 
8. 7 for Heal- 19. Hindrances to 
ing, Cont’d. Prayer 


9. Pray ng for Any- 20. Hindrances to 
thing and Every- Prayer, Cont'd. 
ee You Want 21.The Sin of 

ra iy the Will Prayerlessness 


"The book, on the whole, is one of the 
most interesting, refreshing, and conclu- 
sive works on prayer we have ever con- 


sulted." — Dr. H. A. lronside. 


Reviewed in Moody Monthly by Dr. 
Max I. Reich as follows: “This book 
comes as a Challenge, as an inspiration, 
and as a clarion call to go forward in 
the holy war against the powers of evil. 
Do you want -your faith revived, your 
courage strengthened, your vision clari- 
fied, your heart enlarged and kindled, 
and your prayer life lifted to a high 
spiritual plane? Then read this book. 
The author, to use his own words, brings 
no untried theory. Everything he writes 
about he has tried and proved. From 
start to finish the book is his personal 
testimony, so he can speak with author- 
ity, and not as the scribes, ancient. or 
modern. The review acknowledges his 
personal indebtedness to the stirring 
message of this great book and wishes 
for it a wide circulation.” 


Mr. T. W. Engstrom, book editor, Zon- 
dervan Publishing House and managing 
editor ‘The Christian Digest,” says: 
“This, to my mind, is the best book on 
prayer | have ever read.” 


REVIVAL SERMONS ON SIN, HELL 
AND SALVATION 


Six sermons greatly used of 
God. 150 pp., cloth bound, Price $1.00 
(Postpaid) 


“AND GOD REMEMBERED .. .” 


Six of the author’s fa- 
vorite messages, in- 
cluding “And God Re- 
membered ., .’”’ Tears 


in Heaven, “Behold the 
Man!” “Where Is the 


(5 for $2.00) 
Attractive leatherette paper cover....26c 
(5 for $1.00) 


BOBBED HAIR, BOSSY WIVES AND 
WOMEN PREACHERS 


‘Proof from the Bible. 32 pages. 


Books and Pamphlets 


BY EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


that bring comfort and help to Christians, answer many questions, 
solve problems, win sinners to Christ. 20 titles, 1,667 pages. Order 
1 of each book for only $5.00. Save 91c. 


WHAT IS WRONG WITH THE 


MOVIES? 
Ten striking chapters; 
gives a remarkable sci- 
entific survey of the 
evil effects of the mov- 
ies prepared under the 
Payne Fund by univer- 
sity professors; chap- 
ters on the greed of 
movie companies, im- 
morality of movie stars, 
the murder, crime, and 
sex themes with physi- 
cal, moral, and spirit- f 
ual results, along with 
many Scriptures. Eighth sine of this 
book, 117 pages, striking two- 
color paper cover. Price 35¢c 


(Postpaid) 4 for $1.00 
WHAT IS WRONG WITH THE 
_DANCE? : 
A strong. sermon 


preached in big Funda- 
mentalist Baptist tab- 
ernacle in Dallas, Tex- 
as, with other material 
added. It is colloquial 
and vigorous in lan- 
guage yet with Scrip- 
tures clearly proving 
the harm in the modern 
dance. 48 pages, at- 
tractive paper cover. 


Price, 25 Cc 


postpaid 
5 for $1.00 


LODGES EXAMINED BY THE BIBLE 


Written after the author’s experience in 
Masonry led him to a long study of the 
Bible in regard to lodges. Nine full chap- 


_ ters. Describes the blasphemous oaths of 


the lodges giving some proved details, 


proves the unchristian, Christ-rejecting, . 


pagan character of lodge teachings; 
shows how lodges damn thousands with 
their doctrine of salvation by ks 
without blood. Gives testimonies of great 


_ Christian workers. Best of all, gives over- 


Whelming Bible proof tha t Christians 
should not yoke up with unbelievers, 
should not take lodge oaths, and if taken, 
should renounce them. 109 pages, colored 


paper cover. 25 Cc 


Price, postpaid 
| 5 copies for $1.00 
BIBLE BAPTISM 


New edition, larger size. Picture of the 
baptism of Jesus on the cover. A mine 
of Scriptural and historical information 
on baptism. Answers practically every 
question with indisputable proof. 20 Cc 


64 pages. Each 
6 for $1.00 


(Write for prices in quantities) 


JEWISH PERSECUTION AND BIBLE 


PROPHECIES 
Great help to prophetic students. Many 
Scriptures. Attractive to Jews. 
48 pages. Each 25¢ 
| 5 for $1.00 


T THE BIBLE SAYS 
BOUT IT 


New edition. Attractive cover. 39 pages. 
5 chapters. Plain, Scriptural, powerful. 
Convicts sinners, arouses 1 
Christians. Price 0c 
15 for $1.00 


ALL HAVE SINNED 
10c 


é 15 for $1.00 
UNCHRISTIAN CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 


Proof from their own writings, that 
“Christian Science” denies the deity of 
Christ, the fallen nature of man, the 
fact of sin, the blood atonement, the 
need of regeneration, and eternal punish- 
ment. Explains Christian Science heal- 
ings. Many Scriptures. 24 pages. 5c 


Colored cover. Price ..... 
RELIGIOUS BUT LOST. 

or, “Why millions of Church and Lodge 

Members Go to Hell.” Powerful in awak- 


HELL: WH 


Price 


unconverted with false 
Many Scriptures. re append 
ted in maroon on pink paper, 


two-color cover, 4x6 inches. 10c 
Price, postpaid we | 
15 copies for $1.00 


BIBLE FACTS ABOUT HEAVEN 


Most popular of all! 
Dr. H. A. Ironside 
said, “There are 8 
chapters, and every 
one of them clear and 
Scriptural.” 85,000 
printed in two years, 
68 pages, blue ink, 
large type, beautiful 
art cover, presenta- 
tion page and decision 
blank 


Price, postpaid 25¢ 


5 copies $1.00 ee 
WORLD-WIDE WAR AND THE BIBLE 


Combines convicting, soul-saving preach- 
ing with Bible prophecy. Answers the 
question, “Should a Christian fight?” 
plainly by the Scriptures. A blessing to 
our soldiers in the camps and their fam- 
ilies in the homes, 122 pages. 
Price, postpaid, now only .............. 25c 


( 5 copies for $1.00) 
THE SOUL-WINNER'S FIRE 


Eight messages on 
ee passion and power in 
‘= soul winning and 
‘2 as preaching. Published 

|. by Moody Bible Insti-. 

wae «tute Colportage Asso- 
“aan ciation. Brand new. 
ote | Sure to warm the 
tome heart, arouse zeal and 
= bless Christians. 127 
s pages, two-color pic- 
» tured cover as illus- 
trated. Price, 
™: postpaid 20¢c 
6 copies for $1.00 
(Order in quantities for S.S. teachers, 
Y.P. groups, soul-winner’s bands.) 


BIBLE LESSONS ON REVELATION 


Why not start a Bible class in your 
home or in your women’s meetings ? 
Read the special promise to you in Rev- 
elation 1:3. Easy to understand. Verse 
by verse teaching, hundreds of referenc- 
es, simple but very rich. Questions at the 
close of the book, Many thousands sold. 
ited rr page with beautiful illustrated : 
eatherette paper covers. 15 c 


48 pages. Price 
(8 copies for $1.00) 


“SECOND COMING OF CHRIST 
IN DANIEL 


Clear, simple Bible teaching on the times 
of the Gentiles, the world empires, the 
rapture, tribulation period, rise of the 
Antichrist, Roman empire restored, Bat- 
tle of Armageddon, Millennial reign, etc., 
explains in detail Daniel chapters 2, 7 
and 9, the clear basis for understanding 
all Bible prophecies. 48 pages plus 2-. 


page original chart. 
Price, postpaid 15¢ 
8 copies for $1.00 


TOBACCO 


Three parts: (1) Is It’s Use a Sin? 7 
reasons, (2) Startling facts about nature 
and results of cigarettes by Robert S. 
Fries. (3) How to quit, by John R. Rice 
and D. H. Kress, M.D, 20 pages 6% x 


3% inches. 10 Cc 


Price 
20 for $1.00 


WHAT MUST | DO TO BE SAVED? 
Beautiful, 24-pages, large type, nice pa- 
per, pictured cover. 768,000 printed, hun- 
dreds of conversions reported. Many peo- — 
ple are sending them to their soldier and 
sailor boys and many others use them in 
their personal work. A great help in 
leading the lost to Christ, Price is ap- 
proximately cost postpaid (in 1 
orders of 10c or more) each ............ Cc 

Per hundred, $1.00 


Order a set (one of each) $5.00 


For only 
(Save 91c) 
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' Blessings in the 
_. Study of Prophecy 
(Continued from page two) 


(Isaiah 7:14), His descent from 
David (Jer, 23: 5, 6), His birth at 
Bethlehem (Micah 5:2), were so 
thoroughly made known in prophe- 
cies, before they were fulfilled, that 
all might have known they would 
literally come to pass, and many 
did know. The time of the Second 
Coming is not foretold, but Daniel 
9:25 told ahead of time that the 
first coming of Christ would be 
sixty-nine sevens of years (483 
years) after the command to re- 
store Jerusalem and the temple in 
the days of Nehemiah and Ezra! 

It is silly to say that unfulfilled 
prophecies cannot be understood. 
That is what they are given for, 
to be understood. Of course, there 
are depths to the prophecies and 
to all Scripture that human beings 
have not yet fathomed. When I 
read John 3:16, I cannot know all 
about how much God loved me! 
But thank God, I can clearly un- 
derstand that He did love me and 
that He gave Christ to die for me, 
and that by believing on Him, I 
have everlasting life. Unfulfilled 
prophecies, then, are to be read, 
studied, and taught like other parts 
of the Bible. 


Special Blessing Promised in the 
Study of the Prophecies 


The Lord promised to those who 
read, who hear, and who under- 
Stand prophecies, special bless- 
ings. In Matthew 13:10-17, Jesus 
stated this principle, that since His 
coming many things not under- 
stood by the prophets and right- 
eous men of old are now revealed, 
_ but only to spiritually-minded peo- 
ple. He did not explain ‘the par- 
ables of the kingdom of Heaven to 
the public, but did to His disciples, 
Saying in Matthew 13:16-17: 


“But blessed are your eyes, 
for they see: and your ears, for 
they hear. For verily I say unto 
you, That many prophets and 
righteous men have desired to 
see those thngs which ye see, 
and have not seen them; and to 
hear those things which ye hear, 
and have not heard them.” 


Jesus has a special blessing for 
those whose hearts are humble and 
attentive to His teaching about 
prophecies. 

Likewise in Revelation 1:3, the 
same Lord Jesus, in giving John 
the book of Revelation, said: 


‘Blessed is he that readeth, 
and they that hear the words of 


this prophecy, and keep those : 


things which are written there- 
in: for the time is at hand.” 
— Revelation 1:3 


Remember that thé book of Rev- 
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(Continued from page one) 


& _ Lord. What other paper in Amer- 


- ica, what Christian magazine can 
- compare with that list of great 
- Bible preachers and soul-winners? 
Beside these the Editor, Dr. John 
R. Rice had 41 full length Bible 
messages. There were accounts of 


___ great soul winning campaigns. an- 


swers to Bible questions, help for 
young people. There were 120 full 
length messages, more than two a 
week, besides..many smaller ar- 
ticles, in a year. 


So subscribe at once! Put the 


| best and most interesting Chris- 
© tian reading before your family. 


' Subscribe for loved ones while you 
- are about it. See that your minis- 
' ter gets this great soul-winning 
paper, We believe it will help his 

hing, warm his heart, as hun- 


Best of all, this week comes an- 


oS ee report of a soul saved 
© through the Sword of the Lord, 


through the editor’s message, 
ee God’s Patience Wears Out.” 
* Do you not need such a paper in 
your home, one fired with the 
one that 


- Send name and address today, 
- with $1.00 for a year’s subscrip- 


os tion, or $2.00 for a three years’ 
subscription, And send other sub- 


scriptions in the same letter if you 
can. WRITE TO THE SWORD ‘OF 
rH OED, 145 N. Hale St., Whea- 


Why Some Preachers 
_ (Continued from page one) 


the burning mésage on. the lips of 
this man in hell. 


Now my friends, if a man could 
learn these tremendous lessons in 
hell, then some preachers, yes, ev- 
ery preacher, ought to go there. 
They otght, if it were possible, to 
visit the lost world for five min- 
utes to have their eyes opened to 
its terrible and eternal reality. 

The preachers of this city have 
the ears of the people. They could, 
if they saw what this man saw, so 
preach that men would be alarmed 
to repentance, and thousands would 


ee 


elation has a divinely inspired ti- 
tle given in the first verse, ““The 
Revelation of Jesus Christ.” The 
subject of the book of Revelation 
is the course of events culminating 
in the public revelation of Jesus 
Christ visibly to the whole world. 
And the Lord Jesus promised a 
special blessing to those that read, 
hear and keep the things written 
in this prophecy! Prophecy can be 
understood. Christians not only can 
understand the prophecies but are 
plainly commanded to read and to 
hear them. So we should search 
the Bible for answers to our ques- 
tions. 


Unfulfilled eiceea "A Light That 


Shineth in a Dark Place’ 


Not only can unfulfilled prophe- 
cies be understood, but they are 
the only lights we have in this 
dark world as concerns the fu- 
ture. Science can give no assurance 
about-what will happen tomorrow. 
The rulers of the nations who in 
some sense have in their care the 
lives of millions, can only grope in 
an ever increasing darkness, won- 
dering what tomorrow will bring. 
But the Scriptures, thank God, 
will tell us, and God’s prophetic 
Word shines on the future as light 
in a dark place. So says the Word 
of God. 


Ii Peter 1:19 says: 


‘We have also a more sure 
word of prophecy; whereunto ye 
do well that ye take heed, as un- 
to a light that shineth in a dark 
place, until the day dawn, and 
the day star arise in your 
hearts.” 


Prophecy of the future is “sure.” 
It is not speculation nor guess but 
sure revelation, To this prophecy 
yet unfulfilled, ‘tye do well that ye 
take heed,” as the only dependable 
light in the dark, and keep on 
heeding “until the day dawn”! We 
are commanded to take heed to 
prophecy. There is a special bless- 
ing on those who study prophecy. 
Unfulfilled prophecy is a light shin- 
ing in a dark place. Christians 
who know and understand the 
prophecies of the Bible will walk 
in the light and not in darkness, 
knowing “the things must shortly 
come to pass.” 


Why Jews Expected Christ to Set 
Up a Literal, Earthly Kingdom 


We do not have to seek far to 
learn why the Jews of the time of 
Christ, even including the apostles, 
all expected Jesus to set up a lit- 
eral kingdom on the earth. The 
reason is, that the Bible plainly 
and repeatedly from one end to the 
other, teaches that He will do ex- 
actly that. It tells that the king- 
dom will be over Jews. I tells many 
times that that kingdom will be 
centered in the land of Canaan or 
Palestine. The Bible repeats many 
times that the King will be a De- 
scendant of David and will rule in 
the place of David, from the same 
place, that is from the same throne. 
The Bible likewise makes clear 
that that kingdom will be a literal 
kingdom on a literal throne, over 
a literal land. 


Now, if your mind has been 
stirred enough to investigate hon- 
estly this matter, blessed are you! 
If so, you are getting ready to en- 
joy your Bible as you never did be- 
fore and to learn things that you 
never dreamed were in the Word 
of God. May God bless you and 
help you to learn for yourse]f some 
of the mysterious and wonderful 
things God has foretold as certain 
to come to pass. Let us learn then, 


‘about God’s promises to Abraham,’ 


to David, to the Children of Israel, 
to the eternal city Jerusalem, to 
the apostles, and to all Christians. 


(This article is the first chapter in 
the Editor’s book, The Coming 
Kingdom 6f Christ. The book is 


now out of print but is expected 
| to be reprinted before long.) 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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Ought to Visit Hell 


turn to God. Put in every pulpit in 
this city next Sunday a preacher 
who has spent: five minutes in the 
lost world, let him preach the kind 
of sermon this-man would have 
preached if he could have come 
back to earth, and I tell you a 
revival like unto the repentance of 
Nineveh would be witnessed inside 
a week, 

You will say that a visit to the 
lost world is impossible. Do not 
forget that Paul and John were 
caught up to heaven and saw the 
reality of .the city of God. If God 
could allow a preacher to visit 
heaven, he could allow some to 
visit hell. 


But we must leave that question 
unanswered. We are living today 
by faith. God wants his servants 
to take Him at His word without 
seeing. Fifty-three times in the Bi- 
ble he has declared the reality of 
hell.. His Son Jesus Christ in lan- 
guage clear and unmistakable pic- 
tured the lost world as a place of 
bitterest woe, and God wants us 
to believe in its existence just be- 
cause he has said so. 


It will be too late when we 
preachers die, and are transported 
to heaven, and there see the re- 
ality of the unseen world, for our 
testimony to do any good to our 
generation. Our chance of saving 
lost men shall have passed. We 
may ask God then, to allow us to 
return to earth, to tell our fellow- 
men in a new way of the reality 
of heaven and hell, but God will 
not answer our request. It is now 
or never. 


But while every preacher. would 
profit by a visit to hell, there are 
some preachers who would profit 
more than others, I will describe 
some of those preachers in this 
message. 


I. THOSE WHO DO NOT BE- 
LIEVE THERE IS A HELL 


There are some preachers who 
say that because of the intellectual 
difficulties involved they cannot be- 
lieve in the hell of the Bible. Some 
of these may be quite sincere in 
their unbelief. 


Other preachers do not believe 
in hell simply because they do not 
want to believe it. They have com- 
promised with sin in their own 
lives and they value the applause 
of worldly church members more 
than the praise of God and so they 
believe and preach that there is 
no hell. 


But whether sincere or insincere, 
five minutes in the lost world 
‘which Christ described, would 
sweep away their soul-destroying 
unbelief. O what a terrible rebuke 
some preachers will merit from 
members of their congregation who 
find themselves in hell, and who 
will cry out against the preacher 
who did not warn them of it. 


Alas for the world, and alas for 
such preachers, that there are so 
many of them. No wonder an Eng- 
lish periodical said recently, “The 
unalterable fact of hell, its all but 
unbelievable awfulness, ought, in 
mercy to the world, to be made 
clear, Nothing is blacker than the 
fact that the closer hell approach- 
es, the less it is believed or even 
known.” 

What a masterpiece of Satan’s 
work, that so many able ministers 
today have become persuaded that 


\a fact could be intellectually diffi- 


cult and even impossible, which the 
Lord Jesus Christ believed! Five 
minutes, one minute, aye, one look 
at the world where the rich man 
dwelt would rid them of their sin- 
ful and criminal unbelief. 


II, PREACHERS SHOULD VISIT 

HELL WHO BELIEVE IN HELL 

BUT DO NOT PREACH IT BE- 
CAUSE IT IS UNPOPULAR 


Hell is one subject many preach- 
ers avoid, even though they believe 
in it. It is a terrible subject to 
preach. It is unpopular. The world 
scoffs at hell-fire preaching. The 
devil opposes every preacher who 
preaches on hell. Back-sliding 
Christians dislike such preaching. 
It is easier to preach on the love 
of God than the justice of God. 
Easier to preach on heaven than 
‘hell. 

So, many preachers avoid the 
subject. They find a good excuse 
for doing so, If they can’t find one, 
the devil will find. one for them. 
Every unsaved man in their con- 
gregation, who closes his eyes in 
death, opens them in hell, yet they 


preach not on nap gt all by gl 
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preacher regarding hell is under- 
| Stood as a denial of its existence. 
*! Yet they maintain such a silence 
while their unsaved hearers drift 
on unwarned into hell. | 

Five minutes in the lost world, 
to see what this man saw, would 
open the eyes, and open the mouth, 


of every silent preacher. Oh, how 


they would preach when they came 
back. How they would try to make 

for lost time and missed op- 
portunities. 


lil. PREACHERS SHOULD VISIT 
HELL WHO THINK AN APPEAL 
TO FEAR IT AN UNWORTHY 
APPEAL 


Some preachers are silent-about 
hell because they are convinced 
that an appeal to self-interest is 
ignoble. They insist that men 
should not be driven to God by 
fear. Pardon my bluntness, but 
five minutes with this man in Hell 
would cure them of all thaf drivel. 
How do such preachers read their 
Bible? Have they not read that, 
“Noah moved with fear prepared 
an ark to the saving of his house.” 
Have they not read that, “The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom.” Have they not learned 
that men are furthest from God 
when “the fear of God is not be- 
fore their eyes.” 

These preachers think it is 
wrong to act through fear, yet 
they eat because they fear they 
would starve to death if they did 
not eat. They wear overcoats in 
winter because they fear they will 
catch cold if they are not warmly 
clad, They lock the door at night 
because they fear a burglar might 
enter if they leave the door un- 
locked. And when they are cross- 


}ing the street and a speeding auto 


honks, they jump aside as briskly 
as the preacher who believes that 
fear is a legitimate appeal to use 
in reaching men for God. 


In other words their whole life in 
this world is ordered on the princi- 
ple of self-preservation yet they 
say it would be wrong or ignoble 
to tell men to repent of their sin 
because of the terrible retribution 
it will bring. Oh, that such preach- 
ers could visit the lost world which 
Christ pictured. They would see at 
once the falsity of their reasoning. 

Imagine such a preacher visiting 
hell and meeting a group of lost 
souls who once were part of his 
congregation! They heard \him 
preach for years but the word hell 
was never on his lips. He preached 
only on the love of God, the good- 
ness and mercy and benevolence of 
God. They concluded there ‘could 
be no hell because their pastor who 
was an able and good man never 
mentioned it. And new they find 
themselves with the rich man in 
this place of awful torment. The 
preacher they heard yisits them! 
They ask him if he believed in 
such a place. He tells them he did. 
They say, “Why did you not tell 
us about this place?” What will 
he say? How would his loud swell- 
ing words about the ignobility of 
fear, stand up hefore the stark 
awful reality of hell? I think these 
lost souls would curse him for his 
folly. Don’t you? I think he would 
curse himself, 


IV. PREACHERS SHOULD VISIT 
HELL WHO STRESS SOCIAL 
SERVICE AND NEGLECT 
SOUL - WINNING 


The preachers who spend their 
time in making this world a better 
place for unsaved people to live in, 
and do not major on the spiritual 
regeneration of these people, would 
be helped by a vision of hell. 

I do not belittle social service 
as a means to an end. To make 
it an end in itself is putting the 
cart before the horse. To minister 
to the body and neglect the soul 
is virtually to deny that man has 
a soul. Such Christian workers 
superintend gymnasiums and 

pools; they organize de- 
bating clubs and Scout activities, 
but they do nothing about leading 
men and young people to a definite 
ea experience of Christ in the 
h 


The rich man in hell would have 
something to say to such preach- 
ers. He would tell them he had ev- 
erything they were working for to 
give others. He had a fine house, 
a@ private bath, three meals a day, 
food and clothes in abundance. He 
had a good library and everything 
else a man needed in this life but 
with all-these things he was lost 
forever in hell! 


V. BIBLE TEACHERS WHO 
HAVE LOST SIGHT OF SOUL- 
WINNING SHOU. LD VISIT 
_ There are. soma. Preachers who 


devote their entire ministry to 
some particular line of truth. It 
may be prophecy, the deeper life, 
the refutation of false religions, 
Science and the Bible. They can 
preach for two weeks in a church 
and never give a call to the uncon- 
verted. Such preachers would 
profit by a visit to hell. 


My friends, the devil doesn’t 
care what I preach as long as men 
are not being saved by my preach- 
ing. He doesn’t care how many 
come to my meetings; as long as 
no penitents come to God. He does 
not mind if they are standing at 
the back, as long as they are not 
kneeling at the front. It doesn’t 
trouble him to see the gallery filled, 
as long as the enquiry room is 
empty. He doesn’t mind if I preach 
on Antichrist as long as I am not 
getting men to come to the true 
Christ. He doesn’t mind me preach- 
ing on the second coming, if only 
I forget to tell people about the 
first coming. 


I am saying nothing mark you 
against prophecy. God forbid. I 
want to know more of it, not less. 
But prophetic sermons without 
soul-winning application is a stone 
given for bread, It is Nero fiddling 
while Rome burns. “He that is 


wise winneth souls,” and conversely 


he that winneth them not, lacks 
wisdom, 

It is true that some men are 
called to be Evangelists and others 
Teachers. But the aim and object 
of both ministries should be the 
saving of the lost. What teacher 
could be content to dispense truth 


to the saints and not apply that 


truth to the sinners in his audi- 
ence? He needs no special gift for 
this, any more than a man needs 
to be eloquent to raise an alarm 
of fire. If we believe a house is on 
fire, we will warn the occupants. A 
visit to hell would put a sob in the 
throat, and a note of urgency in the 
message of any Teacher, no matter 
what his gifts, or what line of 
truth he is called to declare. 


Is there an unsaved man read- 
ing this message? I tell you kindly 
but with all conviction that you 
are a brother of this man in hell. 
If you are without Christ in your 
heart you are heading for this 
place of awful torment. Do not 
argue over the nature of that tor- 


ment. Don’t, I beseech you, lose----™ 


your soul over whether the tor- 
ment is literal or figurative. The 
faithful and true witness would not 
lie or mislead. He said, “In hell he 
lift up his eyes being in torments.” 
The rich man himself cried, “I am 
tormented in this flame.’. What- 
ever the flame was, it was real 
suffering, wasn’t it? 

This man in hell was concerned 
about his brothers. He was con- 
cerned about you. So should I be. 
He said something should be done 
to reach you, to arouse you. He 
said if someone would go back 
from the dead you would repent. 
Is that right? Abraham, you re- 
member, did not agree with him 
on that. There was quite a debate 
going on about you across that 
gulf. Which was right? 


Did you know that God decided 
to give this man in hell the bene- 
fit of the doubt, so he sent a man 
back from the dead to warn the 
world of judgment? “God hath ap- 
pointed a day in which he will 
judge the world . . whereof he 
hath given assurance to all men in 
that he hath raised up Christ from 
the dead.” For nineteen centuries 
preachers, in the name and power 
of this risen Christ, have warned 
this man’s brothers of their dan- 
ger. 


As a preacher of the Gospel I 
am taking the advice of this man 
in hell, I don’t want him to shout a 
rebuke at me across the gulf, He 
cried, ‘‘Testify unto them, lest they 
also come into this place of tor 
ment.” I have been doing that, all 
through this sermon. I have 
warned you. What will you do with 


~ 


your brother’s warning, and mine? .... 
What will you do with the warn- 


ing of judgment from the man 
whom God sent back from the 
dead? Your brother said you would 
repent. I earnestly pray that he 
will be right. 


(This sermon is from the book, 
Walking on Water, by Rev. John 
Linton, Evangelist, and may be 


had for $1.00 from Sword of the 


Lord Publishers, 145 N. Hale 
Street, Wheaton, Illinois. Mr. Lin- 


ton is open for evangelistic en- 
gagements and miay be renehad 1m. 
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